


Why is Civic Education and Engagement Important?







Public trust 
in t he 
judicial 
branch

Only 49% of 
American people 
express trust and 
confidence in 
“the judicial 
branch” (as low 
as 47% in 2022)

Source: Gallup 
polls
https://news.
gallup.com/poll

https://news/




“Civic learning teaches students 
about their democracy and 
develops skills for their future 
lives—such as critical thinking and 
problem solving; it teaches them 
how to be engaged, to 
communicate and collaborate with 
one another, and to demonstrate 
creativity, initiative, and innovation.
And it promotes academic 
achievement—helping students 
remain involved and committed to 
ongoing learning.”

Chief Justice Patricia Guerrero



Chief Justice Guerrero announced to our 
Legislative Branch the next phase of the 
Power of Democracy (POD) Civic Learning 
Initiative, with the effort led by Justice 
Judith McConnell of the Fourth District Court 
of Appeal, together with Judge Julia 
Alloggiamento with the Santa Clara Superior 
Court.

The vision of the initiative is to expand civic 
learning about our three branches of 
government, but I confess, with a focus on the 
judicial branch, in every district, in every 
school, for every child in California. We want 
all kids sitting in the classrooms today to be 
actively engaged in our democracy. 

Chief Justice Patricia Guerrero at the State of the Judiciary 2024



Outreach events help the community 
view the diversity of the bench and 
encourage youth at an early age to 
envision a career in justice.



Opportunities for Students
Students, Teachers, Community

Judges in the Classroom



How do I get started?  

What Civic Learning opportunities can I 
bring to my school?  



powerofdemocracy.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIYcKgg6rLQ

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.powerofdemocracy.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjalloggiamento%40scscourt.org%7Ca7cad606e43541f2ebb108dcbb211a30%7Cc0a96a14a9054caa8c29a227571a29a2%7C0%7C0%7C638590998060865364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3stTGy1wVrkqyH0krErNpHLrcuqgRFDMkmYIAXnEo3A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DVIYcKgg6rLQ&data=05%7C02%7CRJimenez%40scscourt.org%7Ca52974c46f364f01c67008dcf217f57e%7Cc0a96a14a9054caa8c29a227571a29a2%7C0%7C0%7C638651431921352457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BA%2BTg2L94WrZ4j1CfL6iJVEBuU%2Bf5ihH6YBATr5V7tg%3D&reserved=0


What opportunities are there to have Judges visit our 
school?

Constitution Month: September 3,776 students – 42 judicial officers 





Read Across Santa Clara County
Read Across Santa Clara County (video)

https://vimeo.com/934326123

https://vimeo.com/934326123
https://vimeo.com/934326123


How can I participate in 
civic learning at the 
court?



What opportunities are 
there for my students to 
engage with the court 
and community?



Be



Color of Justice Program 



Law Day Art Contest Law Day Video

1st Place (2024): James Weaver (9th 
grade) (video) – 
https://youtu.be/LkyqZYH7IHY 

Honorable Mention (2023) (Ranch 
rap): https://youtu.be/99EcIia6SZk

Honorable Mention (2023 Poetry)
https://youtu.be/hiZXV_TxS-A

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FLkyqZYH7IHY&data=05%7C02%7CJAlloggiamento%40scscourt.org%7Cfb2b0ac4fd3d4fc127e508dcc2bd64f0%7Cc0a96a14a9054caa8c29a227571a29a2%7C0%7C0%7C638599365911643697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=psvkVI6EQbWG7nbo5XWykYGFqfYjlA%2BrTaPnMtg4kNw%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/99EcIia6SZk
https://youtu.be/hiZXV_TxS-A


How do I motivate? 

State Seal of Civic 
Engagement Santa Clara 

County
Chief Justice’s 

Statewide Award





Judicial Officers
Attorneys – Justice Partners, Bar Association
Probation – especially Juvenile Justice
Community Organizations (youth focused)
Educators ––– JOIN US!
Local Leaders
School board members
Self-Help Center
Counselors
Debate Clubs
Office of Women’s Policy
Office of LGBTQ+ 



Connect with Us…
 Santa Clara County Superior Court Website

 https://santaclara.courts.ca.gov/general-information/court-community

 Santa Clara County Superior Court Facebook
 facebook.com/SCSCOURT/

 Santa Clara County Superior Court X (formerly Twitter)
 twitter.com/SCSCourt

 Santa Clara County Superior Court LinkedIn
 linkedin.com/company/santaclaracountysuperiorcourt

 Chair Court Community Outreach Committee, 
Judge Julia Alloggiamento LinkedIn

https://santaclara.courts.ca.gov/general-information/court-community
https://www.facebook.com/SCSCOURT/
https://twitter.com/SCSCourt
https://www.linkedin.com/company/santaclaracountysuperiorcourt


Questions?
Judge Julia Alloggiamento 
jalloggiamento@scscourt.org

Rafael Jimenez
events@scscourt.org

mailto:jalloggiamento@scscourt.org
mailto:events@scscourt.org
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