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All court case files are now electronic (no pa
will be given a password when yo
training.

This video will help you learn how\ to navigate
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1.You can use the court’s website to look up your calendar so you can review cases in advance. Thj
short (sound-free) video shows you how:
youtube.com/watch?v=xkbAUpxQ4W4

hallway) is an office to be used by temporary j
claims calendar. There is a key entry code for,
temporary judge is assigned to Dept. 15.

The small claims court was created
and informal method of resolving di
sums of money, without attorneys
It is intended to function informal

Sanderson v. Niemann (194




When a litigant is self-represented, a judge has the discretion to take reasonable steps,

heard. Canon 3B(8) of the Code of Judicial Ethics.

Many judges observe that small claims cases can
because of the relative informality of the proceedi
managing parties and witnesses.

context, the judge cannot sit back and be a passive arbi el to raise the

litigants.

Compare: Some judges find that their i
is unnecessary, undesirable, and de

CA Judges Benchbook- Small Claims

CCP 116.240.

a) With the consent of the parties who appear at the hearing, the court ma
judge who is a member of the State Bar, and who has been swg
the case.

eard by a temporary
al determination of

least every three
years thereafter, each temporary judge shall take the course of/$tudy offered by the courts thics and substantive
btate and federal

be state and federal
Act, the federal

consumer laws, landlord-tenant law along with any applicabl specific rent deposit |4
Fair Debt Collection Practices Acts, the federal Truth in Lendihg the federal Fair Credit

department is fiscally able to provide that assistance.




(b) Limitations on service
In addition to being disqualified as providedsi

not serve as a court-appointed tent@0rary judge:
9.

(1) If the attorney, in any type of se, is appearing

(2) If the attorney, in the sa
party to any action or proceed

tem on 3/18/22

Do not start a hearing unless all parties present have_s
stipulation form.

If any party does not stipulate to you hearing the ca
clerk set a hearing with a small claifs commissione
the parties leave with written notige of that court da

Use local form SC-108 (SMALL CLAI}
make sure parties leave with filed

ER) to show the




$12,500. 00 for a person (up from $10,000.00 as of 1/1/24).

A DBA is a person and can sue for $10,000.00 maximum. Providenca
Forge Insurance Co. (1996) 42 CA4th 1194

til 10/1/25 and discussed

@ Exception: Covid-19 rental obligations in effect &

$6250.00 for corporations or LLCs (up from $5/000.00 as of 1/1/24)
@ Exception: Covid-19 rental obligations in effegt unt{l 10/1/25 and discussed|

$2,500.00 for any Plaintiff who has filed more than two claims |n the\same calendar year
(governmental entities, i.e. City of San Jose,/are exempted).
@ Exception: Covid-19 rental obligations in effect/until 1041/25 and discussed|

CCP 116.221, 116.220(a)(1), 116.610(g), 116.231(b)and (d)

JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS

Plaintiff is seeking personal injury damages in the amount of $20,000.00

Can she file one case against Defendant for $12,000.00 (new ligai
then another case against Defendant for $8,000.00Q

cand make it the bas]
diction. Lekse v.

No. A Plaintiff cannot split a single cause of actio
in order to take advantage of small claims court j
(1982) 138 CA3d 188.

10



No legal representation is allowed pre-Judgment unless a party is an attorney. ccpP116.350,
116.540(a)

Burden of proof is preponderance of the evidence. EC 115
Plaintiff cannot appeal. CCP 116.710(a).

If Defendant appeals, that hearing is de novo.
There is no Summons, no Answer/Response form ({
Injunctive relief is prohibited unless allowed by sta
A Defendant cannot be served outside of California, With two exceptions: d
estate (i.e. out of state landlord) or vehicle accidents occurring in Californis
Declaration of Diligence is not required before substitute sekvice can be performed
Assignees cannot bring a claim. CCP 116.420(
A judicial officer may do independent resea

There is no record or transcript.
Proceedings are electronically recorded, but for quality/control purposes only. Litigants do not h3
The recordings are helpful if you take a matter under/submissijon and need tp re-hear a poutioR.e
are unclear or are lost.
If a party complains about you to the Presiding Judge, she will often listen to the recorded heari
responding to the party’s complaint.

t Defendant can file g
te. CCP 116.220(a)-(b

h.| CCP 116.520(c)

11

“50% plus a feather”

CACI No. 200. Obligation to Prove—"More Like
True” After weighing all of the evidence, if yo! g
more likely to be true than not true, yo onclude that

prove it. You should consider all the evidénce, no matter whic
the evidence.

blleve that the
existence of a fact is more probable than its nonexistence.” "In\re Angelia P (19 B Cal.3d 908

ZAY

“Preponderance of the evidence” “means what it/says, Vi

CC 3294

12



such in advance. Same
interpreters on Thursday ;

For other languages, if
ordered in advance, yg
the hearing and have
interpreter.

13

Small claims parties used to have to bring their own interpreter.

Beware of:

The interpreter not interpreting
The interpreter saying one word for every 50 words
Whether the interpreter needs a break betweey
A party trying to have a side conversation witl
interpretation

A party or you talking while the interpreter is
Speech speed — slow it down

A party speaking partial English though reg

q with the

14




You may have volunteer mediators from Project
on your calendar. If so, make sure yg

contested cases know that YQ
hallway to check in with a vo#&
possible settlement. Mediatiof
adjacent to your courtroom.

My pitch: "7 dont expect you tp settle
too. You may find that talking withithe

mediator present helps you talk about your case anc
you have to support your position. It also.gives you
other party’s position and what evidence they ha St pon‘ heir

position.” 1 also assure the jparties that I will hear day if
mediation does not resolve it. Make sure you watc
terminate the mediation session ifineeded so you ha
for a hearing.

15

Must all contested cases mediate? No

If there is a restraining order, or behavior to sugge:

16



Watch out for calendar management issues. You don’t want to let parties sta
mediation so long that by the time they come in for their hea
to hear the case.

Have your deputy or clerk check in with the

Do not speak with mediators about the cag
anything to give the parties the impressio
their case other than asking whether it's

17

Unsuccessful and the case needs to be heard.
The case is dismissed with prejudice.

The case is dismissed without prejudice.

The case is continued for settlement purposes.

The parties stipulate to a Judgment.
Make sure Defendant knowingly and willingly agrees.
Parties often forget to deal with filing fees and cou

18



Your clerk will take roll call and report to you in chambers.

Recommended calendar call:
Defendant only cases: Call first, take the case off calendar

er service, proof of c:
idence exchange.

r

ownership, etc.). If they are ready for hearing- see the next page regarding pre-heari

Plaintiff-only cases: Reset if no, or flawed, service. Cle ill give Plaintiff a re-set slip Bke to the clerk’s office.

If the case is ready for hearing, hear it.

Make sure witnesses are outside the courtroom befgre you begin the hearing.

At the end of the hearing, announce your decision, or take it under submission.

19

D only shows up dismiss case and let D go

Contested cases Initial call to check for readiness. If ready, tell them to get out_all of their evidence.
The deputy collects the evidence, the clerk marks it, and then the deputy loan

#hge it, write on it
e parties return to

side’s evidence. The deputy has handed you the othemgi#
or throw it out. | will be collecting it when I recall the cgs
the audience to review evidence. Often, a party will have ¥

then to look at the screen when you hear the case.
P only cases- hear them while parties in contested
Contested cases

No show cases dismiss case

20

10



“If you are a plaintiff or a defend remain ding for a so we can swear you in. If you are not a
plaintiff or defendant, you can be seated.” [clerk does group swear in]. “Please be seated. And now a few
announcements before we get started. When I call your case, come forward to this table [l point] if you are the
plaintiff, and this table [| point] if you are the defendant. Parties only come forward. Do not bring anyone else up
with you. If you have witnesses, let me know. Witnesses must wait outside in the hallway untll it’s their turn to
come in and testify. If your case is ready for hearing, | will have my deputy collect your e. e
you up to the tables, so make sure you have them ready to turn in. If your casedd

Iandlord/tenant issue, | will need to see your lease. And if you ser agreement, | will

need to see that document.”

For contested cases, after the deputy collects eviddhce from both sides and he clerk mark it, the
deputy loans Plaintiff’s evidence to Defendant and vice versa. ok at your evidence]
we are letting you see what evidence the other side will sho jte on it, just read it.

commissioner to hear your case, please check i edule your case to

another day instead of having you wait today.”

21
General rule: Where Defendant resides or does business, or where prope
located, or where contract was made, or where acudent [o)
item 5, of claim form (SC-100) for more infor
Consumer contract clauses requiring Plaintiff’to sue in another fo
Per CCP 116.225, an agreement entered intg
establishing a non-California forum when ca
jurisdiction is contrary to public policy, void
Consumer contracts: offers or provision|of goods, services,
extensions of credit for personal/fa household/purposes.
22

11



Another person is appearing for a party (i.e. one tenant is appearing for herself and a co-tenal
who is not at the hearlng, a property manager is appearing for a landlozd

Of note re: CCP 116.540:
(j) At the hearing of a small claims action, the court shall require @
a party to fle a declaration stating (1) that the individual is auth

claims court. [T]he declaration also shall state that the repre:
appeared in small claims actions on behalf of others no more/t
(k) A spouse who sues or who is sued with his or her spous g
if (1) the claim is a joint claim, (2) the represented spouse has gjven hi
that the interests of justice would be served.

CCP 370: Just one spouse can be party forthe cammunity-

there is no “missing party”
(I) If the court determines that a party cannot properly ptesent his or her claim or defen
court may in its discretion allow another individual to agsist that

or her consent, and

o if only one is ng

23

OPTIONS:
personal service;
substitute service; or

certified mail/return receipt (through the clek
See next slide for what constitutes valid certified mails

's office only)

Personal service: CCP 116.430 and 415.20
15 calendar days before the hearing if se
20 calendar days before the hearing if se

Watch out for botched form: date of proce
mailing. For example, process server sig
occurred on 9/30/21.

24

12



For certified mail service ($15.00 additional fee paid to the clerk’s offi
effective date is the date Defendant signs.

CCP 1005 does not apply- service is ef'f i

If the signature is illegible, or is signed py, someone other
service is not valid.

Many corporate agents for service will stay
sufficient.

he return receipt card 3

CCP 116.140 and 116.340(d)

Special service rules apply when Defend
UPS store, etc. CCP 415.20, 415.21.

25
For Defendant’s claim:
Five calendar days befi
CCP 116.360
Note: Defendant’s claim does not have to
claim, but it cannot add a party.
26

13



10. Holidays within the meaning of this code are every Sunday and any other days that are specified or provided for
as judicial holidays in Section 135.

12. The time in which any act provided by law is to be done is cog
last, unless the last day is a holiday, and then it is also excluded.

ay, and including the

12. (a) If the last day for the performance of any act provided o bd within a specified

purposes of this section, “holiday” means all day on Saturdays/all i i 35 and, to the extent

CRC Rule 1.10. Time for actions
(a) Computation of time

day that is not a holiday.

27
Judicial Council Emergency Rule 9:
(a)Notwithstanding any other law, the statutes of lj
civil causes of action that exceed 180 day
10/1/20.
(b) Notwithstanding any other law, the statutes of limitations
civil causes of action that are 180 days or
8/3/20.
28

14



If no or bad service:

If Plaintiff only appears, re-set.

ill waive servi
ontinuance if

If both parties appear, see if Defenda
is ready for hearing, or you can grant &

29
Plaintiff only appears and asks for a six month continuance. Defendant does not appear. The
hearing officer makes no finding as to service, does not even look t
Service form, and grants the continuance. Six months late
that the matter did not settle and they are ready fg
from Florida, flew a witness in from Brazil, and hav| another witness who i
needs to return home soon.
(1) You look at the file and see
you proceed?
(2) You look at the file and )
calendar from six months a@go, whi ehdar year. Once
you find one, you count the days and sge that Defenda served only ten
calendar days before the/last hearing. Can you proceed
30

15



31

also helps determine i
LLC has been named

determine if they have
“ACTIVE" status to

#*Also, remember that there
1/1/24) for corporate or LL(
Covid rent).

32

16



To confirm proper service on a corporation, check th
of State web site “business portal” to see
for service is.
Here is the link: https://bizfileonling.sos.ca.gov/sea

If the corporation is registered to do\business in Cal
see this:

(2123127 REBELLO'S TOWING SERVICES, INC.
Registration Date: 10/07/1998

Jurisdiction: CALIFORNIA

Entity Type: DOMESTIC STOCK

Status: ACTIVE

Agent for Service of Process:

BURT A DEAN

Agent Address696 KINGS ROW

Agent City, State, Zip

SAN JOSE CA 95112

33

You can check to see who ow

34

17



Say that Defendant’s DBA is “Garcia Cleaning.” You will see this information in th:
clerk/recorder database:

FBN STATEMENT e FBN614295
Filing Date 02/24/2016 12:00 AM
Business Name(s) GARCIA CLEANING
Registrant(s) GARCIA MICAELA
Expiration Date 02/24/2021

35

unless involves Covid rent, in WhICh casd there is no limit)

Note: For a Plaintiff DBA, a current/active DBA
required if the Plaintiff’s surname (is in the business

For example, Jessica Deen Consulting had & DBA, but it expired 1/25/18.
a Plaintiff, she can bring a claim despite e: DBA because the name
business name.

B&P Code 17900(b)(1): fictitious pusinessiname means a hame tha
surname of the individual.

36



Personal injury 2 years
Property damage c
Veterinarian malpractice
Breach of written contract
Breach of verbal contract

Breach of book account/balance due account
Fraud

Libel/slander
Medical malpractice

37

The deadline for filing a personal injury claim is two years.
date of the injury is 2/1/17. Does Plaintiff haye agfi
1/31/19, or is the claim timely if filed @

Per CCP 12 and Wixted v. Fletche
last day to file the claim is 2/1/
holiday; and if so, deadline exte
or holiday).

38

19



See item 8 on Plaintiff’s Claim (SC-100).

In general, Plaintiff must first make
six months or one year from the date
alleged).

on.

SELECT STANDI
WHEN THE PLAINTE#FF
IS A CORP
LLC

20



Corporations or LLCs cannot bring a claim if they are domg business
in CA but are not registered and do not have “actiye

CC 2100, 2203(c), 2105, 17708

does not have one, or it is expired
Exception: If the Plaintiff’s last name j

41

Limit is $6, 250 00 (excluswe of f|||ng fees ang

$12,500.00 (increase effe
Covid rent, which expires

42

21



STANDING ISSUES WHEN TH
IS A CONTRACTOR

43

If a contractor’s license is required for the job at issue, Plaintiff must have an acti

materials, or for $0.00 if they falsely advertSg
To check license requirements and status, ché
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/

Licensing classifications can be found at:
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/About Us/Library/Li

44

22



Say that Plaintiff is a home contractor named Ada Wu. To look her up to see if her license is curren
so to see if she can bring a claim, and how much she can ask for, you see thi

Personnel License List for WU, ADA

TA TUNG CONSTRUCTION INC
SAN FRANCISCO

05/13/2015

EXPIRED

45
Can Ada Wu sue for $12,500.00
(new jurisdictional limit effective 1/1/24
Can she sue for $6250
Can she sue for $500.0
46

23



Judgme
License
The CSLB can suspend the licen

47

Automotive Repair Act B&P 9880 et seq.

Exempts a gas station which does minor things like oil chapnges

here:

48

24



Often by the time of the court hearing, a Plaintiff/customer will ha

calendar.

Do not open the sealed envelope, as i
they want the documents (they will

it might be helpful.

49

The proper Defendants are registered owner(s) and driver. VC 17150.
Exception: If the vehicle is owned by a rental company, or car is leased, no vicarious liability “GravesAs

An insurance company is NOT a proper Defendant unless: (1) Plaigiifl

faith; or (2) an employee of Defendant insurance company was @Fiving a veh|c|e owned by t

the time of the accident.
For similar reasons, an insurance agent is almost always not a prope itness. If insurance agents are}
they do not belong out in the hallway for evidence exchange or medigtion, and do not get to sit at co

If Plaintiff is asking for property damages, make sure Plaintiff has b
#*About 50% of the cases fail because Plaintiff didn’t b dk own the vehicle. You
may have to continue so Plaintiff can bring proof. Title or|reg. is " and b” requires both
owners to be Plaintiffs (unless they are married); titl . thatis * or means either oyner
acting alone can be a Plaintiff.

If Plaintiff has named just one Defendant, inquire into

both. If a Defendant is missing, Plaintiff can proceed a5 i

that would be claim splitting), or can stop, amend the claim tojname all Defendants, and

amended claim

Minor Plaintiffs: Make sure the minor is a named party, and make sure a parent

litem.

50

25



Ask Defendant at the beginning of their presentation if they admit liability.
can then focus their presentation on disputing the damages4e

51

cannot ask for pain and-g
CC 3333.4

two years; property
within three years.

52

26



repair costs exceeding the vaIue 0 . In such
likely the

For property damage requests claim
where Defendant’s insurance alre i tlff for
repairs, but Plaintiff wants
damages.” These claims
and/or luxury vehicles.

vehicle title and the loss is “obje
did not fully address.

53

If you rule in favor of Plaintiff, make sure to tell the clerk to check “box 11" of the
Judgment form (SC-130, updated 1/1/25), which says "Thi
motor vehicle accident on a California hlghwa
debtor’s operation of a motor vehicle.”

If the judgment remains unpaid, the j
judgment debtor’s license suspende

VC 16251, CCP 116.880

54

27



Vehicle Code 22650 et seq. sets out the many requirements for lawful tows
location for fees, storage of vehicles, etc.

Screen for proper party status. Plaintiff may Be suing the tow co
an unlawful tow, but at times, it is the HOA ¢r restaurant, for ex:
the tow to enforce parking restrictions, etc.

55
See slide 39 regarding claims ac
governmental agency.
GC 835 and 835.2- G
must have had prior
sufficient time to
56

28



valid.
VC 5751.5, VC 24007

57

Lender will sue for “deficiency balance”- amount still due under the contract plus costs, minus
what vehicle sold for at auction.

15 days advance notice of delinquency and

Notice provides all conditions (including co

O repossess

to cure

CC 2983.2 and .3

58

29



Is Defendant the dog “owner?” If Plaintiff’s pet was the victim, is Plaintiff the pet “owner?”
Consider license or vaccination records, vet records, other such evidence
party status. Also consider that the named Defendant may be
owner but because they had care or control of the
*If Plaintiff’s minor child was bitten, make St
been appointed as guardian ad litem.

Even if bite occurred on Defend
trespassing)

Even if Defendant did not kno
propensity is required).

ey are not the

59

repair must provide thirty days advan
estimated repair costs, and proposed

Other owner can rebut:

CC 841

= Financial burden outweighs benefit
= Cost would exceed improved property valug
= Undue financial hardship
L

sharing at all.

60

30



Defendant is liable for the amount of the check and a service charge up to $25.00
$35.00 if more than one bounced check).

Defendant is liable for triple damages, up to $1,500.00, if amount
for 31+ days after Plaintiff sends notice via certified mail.

If treble damages are awarded, then Plaintiff cannot get se

¢
%

CC 1719

Increased damages for employee if
Labor Code 203.1

61

Look at the lease (if there is one) to determine proper party status.

Are all tenants obligated to pay rent (who sigq €
landlord properly named (person, trust, corpotion, etc
= If a lease signatory is not a party, likely
serve it. Exception: omitted tenant/Plai
recover their portion (i.e. if there are three\tenants but only one
Plaintiff can get a maximum 1/3 of the/relief requested).

2

Is the Defendant the actual owner/landlord, or did Plaintiff mistakenl
management company? In about 50% of the cases; tenants incor
property manager as Defendant. If this happens, Plaintiff must 3
serve the proper Defendant.

Compare: a property manager may be a witness, and may p
appear for landlord (but landlord must be a nam:

62

31



If the lease is

(authorlzed manager and landlord) for & 3l notices and clai
verbal, this information must still be J\ ided. Landlords

If landlord fails to co
tenant can serve a clg
rent is paid.

63

For security deposit issues for a residential property, you must know
CC 1950.5.

#* Effective 7/1/24, deposit can only b € as one mé

exception for landlords who own 2 or wer properties/4

64

32



double the security deposit.

*Many tenants believe that the failure to se
timely manner means they AUTOMATICA
the landlord may still prove reasonabl¢
evidence. For more information, see CA
Consumer Law (2023 edition) 7.30.

65

Landlords who fail to comply

action if the landlord

66

33



AB 832 (CCP sections 1179.08 et seq.)
The Tenant Relief Act expanded the State-implemented renta
assistance program to help tenants with qualifying inge
rent relief.

No jurisdictional limits.

No ban on number of claims
of 10/1/25 (CCP 1179.01).

Repealed as of 10/1/25 (CP

67

Covid rent applies to residential leases only. No rent relief j
available for commercial tenants. Commer i
subject to traditional small claims j
or $6250.00 if landlord is a corp./LL{

Applications for rent relief can be
housing.ca.gov for updates).

No late fees can be charged for
the declaration described in Civil
Tenant payments (25% or more
not the first month that rent bge

CC 1942.9

68



Covid rent cases ca
after10/1/25.

69

Covid related legislation:
AB3088 (enacted 8/31/
SB91 (enacted 8/1/21)
AB832 (enacted 6/28/

70

35



Old New
P/landiord filed SC-100. P/landiord must file

No filing was automatically confidential.

$10,000.00* limit for individual landlords
and $5000.00** limit for corporate/LLC landlords.

No limit: any amount can
No limit: any amount can

If a P/landlord has filed over 2 small claims cases anywhere bd in one calendar yea
in CA in a calendar year for over $2500.00, third etc. filing

can result in a $2500.00 max. judgment only.

Any number of cases can
ith no recovery limit

Landlord can collect late fees.

effective 10/1/25.

71

lease term has not expired yet). If aII e, part retalned ice within 30
6)

e expires if

If landlord is noncompliant, wro
deposit shall be returned, along
penalty of $200.00.

a discretiona

CC 1950.7

72

36



Available only if Plaintiff can prove:

concealment

Oppression- despicable ¢
hardship

evidencing

73

De La Torre v. CashCall Inc. (2018) 5 Cal.5t 966

charged were between 96-135%. T
whether the particular interest rate o

Co. LLC(2015) 61 Cal.4™ 899

Financial Code 22302, CC 1670

74

37



Tip: It's not your responsibility to calculate.

CC 3287:

(a) A person who is entitled to recover damages certain, or cap
to recover which is vested in the person upon a particular day, is ntltled also to recover inters
except when the debtor is prevented by law, or by the act of the &peditor from paying the dely
to recovery of damages and interest from any debtor, includin b state or any county, city,
corporation, public district, public agency, or any political subdivi§ign of the state.

(b) Every person who is entitled under any judgment to receive/damages based upon a caus
where the claim was unliquidated, may also recover interest thiereon\from a date prior to the
court may, in its discretion, fix, but in no event earlier than th e thg action was filed.

ulation, and the right
thereon from that day,
his section is applicable
and county, municipal

action in contract
of judgment as the,

CC 3289.
(a) Any legal rate of interest stipulated by a contract remajns chargeable after a breach therc@ifasbefore, until the
contract is superseded by a verdict or other new obligatign.
(b) If a contract entered into after January 1, 1986, doeg not stipulate a legal rate of intgge
interest at a rate of 10 percent per annum after a breach.
For the purposes of this subdivision, the term contract shall nof include a note secured by a
property.

75
Ten percent per year. CCP 685
Effective 1/1/23, 5% interest rate on redewed judgments fo
personal debt/consumer debt. CCP 685
76

38



can file an appeal.
appeared at the tri

77

applicable:
(1) Box 5: “Possession of the following praog

This is problematic for enforcement purposes. Also, per
alternative to monetary relief. Suggested language: “In li¢
alternative performance].

an only be granted as an
later than [date] [state

The California Judges Benchbook on Small Claims Courta 3 this information:
small claims court has the power to issue conditional judgme! Z Wcessation of acts
conditioned by an award of damages on noncompliange. A ny G onditional judgment sho ! very specific and

"The

= Practice pointer: If you are gong to make such an ies re your calendar ng

property] to Defendant.”

See CCP 116.220 for more information.

78
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(2) Box 8 — If your judgment involves an attorney-client fee dispute (see form
for more information and tell clerk which parts of form SC-

es certain

(3) Box 10- Based on changes to the law coficerning how many t
: ed judgments,

judgments can be renewed, applicable intert rates for certain
and changes to debtor’s examinations for “c
to fill out any applicable portions of box 10
Your Judgment needs to be more part
officers dealing with various post-Judg
procedures to apply.

Rental debt is not a consumer deb

dhsumer debt” judg

(4) Box 11- This used to be Box
for what counts as a “highway.”,

79
Is the judgment debtor a natural person?
If no, no need to make a record; if yes, continue making a record.
Was the debt incurred due to or obtained by tortious or fra
If yes, no need to continue making a record; if n, continue making a reco
Is the judgment for unpaid wages, damages, or penalti d<owed to an employee?
If yes, no need to continue making a record; if hp,\continue making a recd
Is the judgment on a claim related to medical expenges? If 50, how much of the j ent is for medical
expenses?
Is the judgment on a claim related to personal debt?
debt?
Personal debt means money due or owihg from a natural, person arising d
which the money, property, insurance, or services
debtor’s personal, family or household purposes. P
car loans, student loans, conditional sales contragts and deferred deposit
Source: Comm. Ernest Gross
Consumer debt does not include renta
80

40



Temporary Judges do not hear post-Judgment matters, but you might hear a matter that is the
result of a successful motion to vacate (see below) or litigants may ask

Motion to vacate Judgment (non-appearing party)

Appeal (Defendants only) (Defendant had to A
Motion to Pay in Installments
Motion to Correct Defendant’s name

81
www.scscourt.org/self help/small claims/small claims help.shtml
www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-smallclaims.htm,
CA Judges Benchbook: Small Claims Court afid Consumer Law (n
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gde-bNntEqM/qoe-bNntEqm
Review calendars/cases off site: youtube.com/watch?y=xkbAUpx
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1. Address service before starting the hearing.
2. Address venue before starting the hearing.

3. Ask for lease, contract, car title or registration, or whateve
the case type to determine if parties were named prop
4. Just because you feel bad for people, doesn’t mean
prove their case, even if Defendants fail to appear.

5. Don’t confuse insurance agents for parties or for withg
company may end up paying the judgment you make,/but it is NOT a party or af ber witness. The

9. Please do not send cases to mediation mid-t
Mediation should be completed before the

10. Don't let the parties argue with each othe

address their comments to the bench.

you need given
earing the case.

r; Plaintiffs have to

s. The insurance
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Plaintiff's Claim

Plaintiff/landlord claim for Covid re
Defendant’s Claim

Proof of Service

Judgment

Small Claims Order
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