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(VMC) 
Patricia Trammel, Probation Department 
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Call to Order & Introductions: Chair Blake called the meeting to order at 12:22 p.m.  
All persons in attendance stated their names and organizations.   
 
Public Comments/Oral Petitions:  Chair Blake reminded those in attendance that the 
Crime Lab building is still experiencing water problems, and so the running water should 
not be used for drinking or washing. Hand sanitizer is available if needed.  
 
Commissioner Bunnett announced that the 2014 Santa Clara County Children’s Summit, 
We Are All In This Together, will be held on Friday, February 28, 2014 at the Microsoft 
Corporation in Mountain View. Flyers with additional detail were available at the 
meeting and are attached for your convenience. Commissioner Bunnett stated that 
monetary assistance to attend may be available for those who cannot afford the event 
cost, so to please let her know if that is needed.  
 
Agenda Approval:  On consensus of the Juvenile Justice Commission, the agenda for 
February 4, 2014 was approved as submitted. 
 
Presentation by Alvaro Viramontes, Legal Advocate, YWCA, Rape Crisis Center 
Mr. Viramontes gave a presentation on the services offered by the YWCA Rape Crisis 
Center (Center) to assist the Commission in better understanding what the Center does.  
 
One of the main tools used by the Center is the 24-hour crisis hotline, which can be 
accessed by anyone in community. Individuals can be referred to the hotline, and 
brochures were available for the Commission with the phone number for the hotline, and 
are attached for convenience.  
 
Advocates will respond to the Sexual Assault Response Team (SART), and accompany a 
victim of sexual assault to interviews or provide representation as needed. The Center 
provides counseling for survivors of sexual assault as well, including eight free sessions. 
Beyond the eight initial sessions, the Center offers counseling on a sliding scale. 

 
Commissioner Tarpey inquired about the “eliminating racism” line in the brochure. Mr. 
Viramontes stated that the title has been used by the organization since the beginning, 
and that while racism is an issue in the community,  it is not a problem with responding 
to sexual assault. Mr. Viramontes also stated that the Center has strong ties with the law 
enforcement agencies in the community and the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
Judge Valencia asked if the Center refers victims to the State Victim Compensation 
Board. Mr. Viramontes responded that when advocates respond to SART, they do 
provide the victim with brochures for services that cover that aspect of compensation. 
 
Commissioner Manriquez asked about the age group that the Center works with, and Mr. 
Viramontes stated that the range can unfortunately be anywhere from a couple of months 
old to adults.  
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Commissioner Pennypacker asked if the Center were to receive a call in the middle of the 
night, if someone would respond and accompany a victim to the hospital. Mr. Viramontes 
explained that yes, someone would, thanks to the rotating schedule of volunteers who 
volunteer four hour shifts that they feel would work with their schedule. They also have 
back up volunteers and employees on-call so that there is always someone who will be 
available to accompany the person to the hospital. 
 
Review & Approval of Minutes: Moved by Commissioner Tarpey and seconded by 
Commissioner Bunnett, the minutes of January 7, 2014 were approved unanimously.  
 

REPORTS 
 

Chair’s Report:   Chair Blake reported on the following: 
• The Commission is highly involved with the Juvenile Hall inspection right now. 

The work of the inspection, that is the gathering information and so forth, is done, 
and now the editing process is underway. Commission members should receive it 
by next month. 

• Law enforcement agency inspections are moving forward, with the Commission 
inspecting all agencies as indicated by the State from last year. When the State 
sends the Commission the letter in May or June of this year listing what agencies 
must be inspected, the Commission will inspect those that they have not already. 

• The Commission continues to be involved in the Stake Holder meetings for the 
Receiving, Assessment and Intake Center (RAIC). A representative will continue 
to go to that meeting, which will be responding out as to what progress is being 
made toward a new plan. The Commission does inspect the RAIC once a year, 
and so, similar to last year, they will be doing so in February. The Commission 
will talk to various individuals about ideas of what should be focused on.  

 
Juvenile Justice Court:  Judge Tondreau reported on the following: 

• The AOC Advisory Committee meets in person once a year, and it happens to be 
on February 28th, so Judge Tondreau will be unable to attend the Santa Clara 
County Children’s Summit, We Are All In This Together. He encouraged 
everyone to attend. 

• Training will be held tomorrow, February 5th at 3 p.m. Each of the four specialty 
courts will give a half-hour presentation. Attorneys who work with the Juvenile 
Justice Court, especially those who are new to Juvenile as well as any new 
probation officers, are encouraged to attend. This training will help climatize 
attendees to the specialty courts, and each court will take questions.  

• A special training will be held March 5th at 3:30 p.m. Michael Ediavich from the 
AOC will provide an updated training on psychotropic medication, education 
rights, and restraining orders. Again, this is important for any new people who are 
coming in to work with Juvenile Justice. 

• On April 2nd, a full half-day training will be held on fairness and respect to LGBT 
youth in the system. This training is not open to everyone, but rather is to catch 
those who were unable to attend last year.  
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• As an update in regard to the Juvenile Court Education Partnership, or JCEP, a 
half day conference was held on January 24th by Commissioner Bunnett and Elise 
Cutini from the Silicon Valley Children’s Fund, co-facilitators of the JCEP 
Committee. This is a committee that by statute was created to give advice to the 
County on the use of foster care funding. At the conference, they spent the 
afternoon talking about what they want the committee to do. It was unanimously 
agreed on expanding to be bigger in terms of looking at education issues for youth 
in each of our systems. There was an agreement to expand initially with the idea 
of starting an engagement with school districts, including going to them and 
talking about foster youth issues and sub-categories such as partial credits, AB 
167, the role of a foster liaison in school districts, etc. With this engagement, the 
committee would aim to roll in school districts as a continuing part of JCEP. This 
may lead toward bringing the other education committee, the special committee 
aimed at bringing education to youth in Juvenile Court, folding into one large 
committee focused on education. This will be an important committee moving 
forward to deal with issues that we are seeing with education and our youth. 

• The efforts on dual status to create a co-jurisdictional approach continue to shoot 
to launch in March. This will be a comprehensive approach that will involve 
family team meetings at the front end, with the Department of Family and 
Children’s Services (DFCS) and the Probation Department having designated 
units with two probation officers and two social workers. There will not be one 
unified court due to the many issues to be addressed, such as mediation or teen 
court, many of which the services for are located in the other building. They will 
have co-jurisdiction and Judge Tondreau will still do all the 241’s up front, but to 
the extent that Dependency continues, those will go to Judge Schwarz’s 
department. Judge Tondreau and Judge Schwarz will continue to communicate, 
and each of their reports will include information that needs to go to other 
department that can be shared without breaching confidentiality. 

• Judge Tondreau went to visit The Hub on King Road, and invites everyone to do 
the same. It is a great resource for foster care youth, where services such as 
accessing a computer, seeing a doctor, and obtaining clothes are available. The 
only concern is that the number of kids who go to the Hub has dropped off 
dramatically. Due to the location, there are transportation concerns and concerns 
about security. This may be temporary however because it’s new and kids need to 
figure out how to get there.  

• For two and a half years, they have been working on a protocol that was reported 
out at the last meeting as very close to being completed. It is not yet available to 
share but should be within the next couple of meetings. 

 
Commissioner Tarpey inquired where the trainings are held. Judge Tondreau stated they 
are on the fourth floor of the Probation Department in the training room. Chair Blake 
stated those trainings are on the Commission calendar.  
 
Judge Valencia had no report. 
 
Judge Lucero reported on the following: 
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• They had an offsite training for Juvenile Treatment Court on January 16th. About 
25 people attended and were trained by Dr. Van Wormer from the University of 
Washington on sixteen strategies for the Juvenile Drug Court model. One goal 
that resulted is that Judge Lucero needs to form a stake holder community 
oversight committee. If anyone is interested, they intend to look at policy and 
resource issues. Part of the goal is to have the Juvenile Treatment Court be more 
of a wellness model with a higher degree of scrutiny on educational goals. It is 
different to treat adolescents for substance abuse versus adults, and one of the key 
issues is school failure. Please let her know if there is any interesting joining the 
stake holder committee, which will likely meet twice a year. 

• Judge Tondreau had asked Judge Lucero to look into the Educational Rights 
Project as a springboard for a greater vision for educational interventions for our 
probation youth. A meeting is scheduled for tomorrow at noon with stake holders 
including a gentleman from the National Center for Youth Law who helped Santa 
Cruz foster care Judge Denine Guy develop FosterEd. He will be coming to speak 
to help us do the same for our probation youth. They are still in the preliminary 
phases but the hope is to expand what we do for our youth in terms of school 
success and make education a solid piece of intervention. 

• In regard to The Hub, Judge Lucero stated that she had inquired as to having 
probation youth use The Hub, and was told they are not allowed to. She 
encouraged the idea of having a similar set up for probation youth, as The Hub 
has great events and programming. Ms. Jennifer Kelleher stated that probation 
youth were able to, however Judge Valencia echoed that he was informed by 
youth that they had been denied services by The Hub. Clarification was requested 
as to whether or not active probation youth can access these services. Ms. Jennifer 
Hubbs volunteered to take the question back to Mr. Jaime Lopez to make sure that 
either she or Mr. Lopez report at the next Commission meeting an answer. 

 
Chair Blake welcomed Judge Johnson back to Juvenile Court after being gone for four 
years. Judge Johnson stated she is pleased to see familiar faces and that everyone has 
been great about welcoming her back.  
 
Dependency Court:  Judge Clark reported on the following: 

• Save the date for the September 5th local Beyond the Bench Juvenile Dependency 
conference. Ms. Hubbs is the coordinator. More information will be provided as 
plans develop.  

• Dependency Court is currently participating in a project with the American Bar 
Association Center on Children and the Law and Immigration Legal Resource 
Center designed to improve outcomes for immigrant families involved in the 
system. They are currently conducting a survey for lawyers and judges involved 
with Dependency Court, and will then design a schedule for next year. This is in 
part to implement SB 1064, the Reuniting Immigrant Families Act, which went 
into effect last year. They will hopefully have more information soon.  
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Mental Health:  Mr. Steve Monte reported on the following: 
• Last week, the Board passed a request to rename the Department of Mental Health 

and the Department of Drug and Alcohol Services (DADS) as the Behavioral 
Health Department.   

• Juvenile Hall clinics are ideally situated given that the Mental Health and DADS 
are now working very closely more than previously as two departments. They are 
starting combined meetings with staff in the Juvenile Hall building, with the first 
meeting being tomorrow. Staff is excited to continue collaborating and to look for 
new places to create efficiencies and provide even better services with this new 
level of integration. Mr. Monte will keep the Commission updated.  

• Both DADS and the Mental Health Department had good representation at 
JTC/JOA last week. This was a good opportunity to discuss representing both 
groups in JTC as well as in CETA, as they have youth experiencing problems 
with both issues. 

• Regarding the Competency Restoration Program, they are currently serving ten 
youth, with the waiting list at three. The wait time is a bit over four months, 
which is down from last month. No youth are in custody waiting for service at this 
time. 

• Mental Health is in the tail end of qualifying a list to start interviewing for the 
vacant position. They will be doing interviews in next few weeks. This will help 
deal with the waiting list by the end of the fiscal year. 

 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Services (DADS):  Mr. Dan Lloyd reported on the 
following:  

• The Department of Healthcare Services at the State level is going through the 
recertification process for all Drug Medi-cal (DMC) providers. DADS has 
completed the application process and is now under review by the state. They 
should be notified within the next month or so regarding any additional updates or 
information needed to certify them. Mr. Lloyd is optimistic they will be to 
continue with school based services and clinic based sites. 

• The new staff member officially started yesterday, and will provide outpatient 
services at Christopher High School in Gilroy and Central High School in Morgan 
Hill.  

 
Mr. Ernesto Bejarano reported on the following: 

• Mr. Bejarano is reporting on behalf of Sue Nelson. 
• A training was held by DADS on cyber bullying, drugs and gangs. Over 200 

people attended, and it was a successful event. 
• They continue to be at the forefront in work with marijuana and youth prevention, 

as they work with city officials by providing them support, such as updated 
research and data. They are focusing on creating a platform for the community to 
have a voice at the table with regard to dispensary issues.  

• They are also working on a social host ordinance to deal with underage drinking. 
They have been meeting with law enforcement to see how that has rolled out and 
how DADS can support or expand that. 
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Probation Department Juvenile Program:  Ms. Rita Loncarich reported on the 
following: 
 

• With the consistent lower population in Juvenile Hall, they have been able to 
close one of the units, B-6, with those kids being assimilated to other units. The 
population had fluctuated between 10 and 14. Staff from that unit will be utilized 
as shift relief, and help decrease the use of extra-help and overtime. 

• The state inspection of the Ranch and Juvenile Hall is approaching, with our 
representative from California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
Tony Gardner. They are currently preparing for that inspection. 

• Two days of training for fingerprinting for LEC’s and counselors are approaching. 
They will be starting to fingerprint youth.  

• There are three programs scheduled in February in Juvenile Hall:  
1. North Valley (NOVA) Employment Center will be doing a workshop; 
2. YWCA will be hosting an educational workshop for girls on human 

trafficking; and 
3. In honor of Black History Month, there will be a Black History Program. 

 
Sgt. Herr inquired if minors brought into Juvenile Hall will be fingerprinted, and Ms. 
Loncarich stated that the population who meet the criteria that all law enforcement 
agencies are following will be fingerprinted. This mainly includes felonies and select 
misdemeanors.  
 
Ms. Mariel Caballero reported on the following: 

• This morning, the Board of Supervisors approved a contract with the Center for 
Training and Careers to serve youth throughout the Probation Department and 
provide pro-social activities. This will be through a partnership through the 
Southwest Key Program and CTC. The service is to provide pro-social activities 
in the youth’s home community, such as arts, physical fitness, social justice, etc.  
CTC is going to be working to help find out what is of interest to the individual 
youth. The capacity will be to serve 150 youth in pro-social activities and 25 in 
the mentoring program. A youth can be in both programs at once, but the 
capacity for the mentoring portion is much smaller. 

 
Judge Valencia inquired if there would be a list of pro-social activities provided. Ms. 
Caballero said there would not be a list of activities per se; rather, the probation officer 
would refer the youth to CTC and a True Colors Interest Assessment would be done with 
the youth. CTC has connections with city agencies, and CTC will reimburse the cost to 
sign the youth up for the activity in their community. The process will help youth identify 
interests, and manage safety risks. 
 
Commissioner Bunnett asked if it would be possible if, at a future meeting, it could be 
reported how long youth are placed on the Electronic Monitoring Program (EMP). She 
inquired if an actual number be presented both pre and post adjudication. 
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Commissioner Manriquez asked about the celebration of Black History Month, and if it 
would be done in the gym. Ms. Patricia Trammel stated that they will be sending out 
invitations but that it is the 26th of this month. There will be a luncheon prior to the event.   
 
Judge Lucero inquired if there would be an event in recognition of Hispanic culture.  Ms. 
Trammel stated that the Latin History program which will recognize Latin culture is run 
September 15 through October 15. 

 
Mr. Robert DeJesus reported on the following: 

• At the request of the Commission, Mr. DeJesus presented blueprints of the Ranch 
construction project. The blueprints were a landscape drawing that gave a visual 
where the new buildings will be located in reference to existing buildings. It 
showed a breakdown of all buildings that will be constructed.  

 
Department of Family and Children’s Services/Children’s Receiving Center 
(DFCS):  Ms. Jennifer Hubbs reported on the following: 

• No statistics were available considering yesterday, February 3, was the first day 
of the month. Mr. Lopez, who sent his apologies that he could not attend, will 
email the statistics by the end of the week. 

• They are continuing to move forward with the RAIC Stake Holder process. There 
is no date yet for the next meeting, but Supervisor Chavez came for a tour on 
Monday morning and seems to be very interested in putting the emphasis and 
pressure to continue to move the process forward.  

• Service continues to be given at the RAIC to make it a valuable piece while it is 
still there. RAIC is pretty much ready to bring LiveScan back and begin 
fingerprinting to clear relatives and non-relative extended family members. 
Weekend and evening appointments will be offered to supplement what is already 
offered. 

• No children stayed over 24 hours last month, with none getting close to that mark. 
Approximately 94 youth came in compared to 76 last month, so it was a very busy 
month. 

• The playground is being used sparingly due to a concern with confidentiality. One 
more level of privacy screening has been requested, and so screens have been 
ordered and will be added. The cameras are up and running, and toys continue to 
be collected. Judge Tondreau came and toured the playground.  

• DFCS in general is moving forward with hiring new people. They are getting 
ready for the March implementation of the Dually Involved project, and the social 
workers are excited about that project. 

 
Chair Blake commented that the Commission is interested to look at playground and will 
make an appointment for their tour. 

 
Law Enforcement Agencies:  No report. 
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District Attorney – Juvenile Justice:  Mr. Chris Arriola reported on the following: 
• A new attorney, Mr. Steven Dick, is starting on Monday, and so the DA’s Office 

is back to fully staffed. Mr. Dick is a senior attorney with 18 years of experience, 
including Delinquency and Dependency work. He will be assigned to Department 
78 with Judge Lucero.  

• A Parent Project for women was just completed in Elmwood, and went well. 
Many of the women had dependent or delinquent kids. Next month there will be a 
program for men in Elmwood. They are hopeful do a Project at the Ranch or 
Juvenile Hall for young men in particular who have children.  

• Regarding direct files, there were two last month. One was gang stabbing and the 
other was child rape.  

• Work continues on the annual report. The Burns Institute was contracted with the 
goal to have the report published by July 1st. More data on direct files will be in 
the annual report for 2013, which Mr. Arriola stated he hopes to submit that to the 
Commission at the next meeting.  

• The Community Prosecution unit is hopeful to get more than one person on board. 
Mr. Johnny Gogo is focused on the King and Story/95122 area. He organized 
three gun buybacks last year, where over 2,500 guns were returned to either the 
Sheriff or SJPD. 

• The DA’s Office is also committed to fighting human trafficking. They are 
working with the Board of Supervisors to strengthen the task force. San Jose has 
had to cut one position from the task force, and so they are down to one person. 
Now, they are waiting to see if grants will be renewed by July 1st. Juveniles are 
the main concern of the task force, but adults, sex and labor trafficking are 
concerns as well. There is currently one person who works on this full time, and 
other agencies either have volunteers or have a designated person. There is the 
need for an organized task force countywide, and they are working with FBI on 
that as well. 

 
Commissioner Bunnett asked if, with the Superbowl coming, shouldn’t those who 
financially benefit from the Superbowl provide a grant to help with human trafficking. 
Mr. Arriola stated that the NFL and federal government usually do put together a specific 
task force and extra resources for this event, but that the DA’s Office wants aid and a 
permanent task force that is multi-jurisdictional. This taskforce can work with the 
additional resources provided for the Superbowl. They are looking for a more long-term, 
institutionalized commitment to address the main forms of trafficking, such as minors, 
international sex, and adult sex trafficking. Labor trafficking is another huge problem. 
 
Commissioner Manriquez asked if Mr. Arriola could provide an update on the marijuana 
dispensary issue. Mr. Arriola stated that they went to the City Council meeting in 
December. The City Council sent out letters to 36 dispensaries who are operating within 
150 feet of a residential area. They are focusing particularly on those adjacent to homes. 
Almost all dispensaries protested the closure, but these businesses are in violation of state 
ordinance as well. Medical marijuana laws say the dispensaries can’t be 150 feet from 
homes, and there are restrictions to be away from schools. They also can’t operate as 
sales or retail business because they are a collective. The city wasn’t enforcing state law, 
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and so the number went up to 100. Now we are at 80. The policy of the DA’s Office is 
that what the city wants to do is fine, but whatever they do, San Jose needs to enforce 
those laws. The City Manager is willing to give code enforcement a stab, and the DA’s 
Office offered to prosecute those cases in misdemeanor court and help with abatement, 
but they are waiting to see what happens with City Council. Studies have shown that 
marijuana is available to teenagers, and has been continuing to become more available. 
Medical marijuana has a higher THC level and is more addictive. San Jose is stepping up 
to realize that they can’t let the clubs be responsible for distribution, we all need to be. 
 
Chair Blake informed the Commission that there was a meeting today that the 
Independent Defense Office, Alternate Defender’s Office, and Public Defender’s Office 
were all attending. 
 
Independent Defense Office:  No report. 
 
Alternate Defender Office:  No report. 
 
Public Defender Office:  No report. 
 
Legal Advocates for Children & Youth (LACY):  Ms. Jennifer Kelleher reported on 
the following: 

• LACY is working with a partnership program with a pro bono firm to bring 50-
minute joint presentations to classrooms on sex consent and cyber-bullying. An 
offer was sent to most of the high school districts. Some have been done in 
Gilroy, and they are doing a couple of new schools a month so the presenters can 
do multiple classroom sessions while they are there. They are interested in 
continuing to expand this program, and are working with new partners, especially 
more and more pro bono firms. They are also working with tech firms who have 
been participating and helping LACY keep up with all of the new tech apps that 
are being added to the mix.  

 
Ms. Kelleher also thanked Mr. Arriola for connecting them with DA staff who have been 
a huge help. Mr. Arriola complimented the Powerpoint presentation used by LACY. 
 
Judge Lucero asked if the programs were aimed at educating kids or the educators. Ms. 
Kelleher stated that the presentations are designed for youth, but that teachers are in the 
classrooms as well. Judge Lucero then asked if someone was interested in participating, 
who they should contact. Ms. Kelleher stated they can reach out to her directly or to the 
pro bono coordinator at LACY who has been handling logistics.  
 
Mr. Arriola added that Yahoo is sponsoring their annual cyber-bulling training for law 
enforcement that they do with Sunnyvale Police Department in two weeks. It is a free, 
one day training on cyber-bulling and other issues. 
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Medical Services:  Ms. Chia-Chen Lee reported on the following: 
• They have received a grant to help kids enter medical information into a website 

so that anywhere youth go, both in custody and out of custody; as long as they 
have access to a computer they can enter information. This allows the youth to 
update and share information with healthcare providers. Hopefully by the end of 
year, they will have 50 to 70 kids entered into website. The individual will be in 
charge of maintaining their account, with their own password and ID. The you 
will be able to authorize who can access the information. 

• The San Jose State University Nursing Program has come into the rotation to 
provide health education for kids. 

 
Alternative Schools Department, COE:  Ms. Yvette Irving reported on the following: 

• In December and January, all court and community schools went through the 
federal program monitoring of Title 1 and Title 3. There were no findings with 
any court or community schools, and all other school findings have been resolved. 

• Today is the first day of CAHSEE testing. This is a central component for 
students in general education, as required passage is needed to graduate high 
school. 

• The COE has received their allocation of local control funding LCFF funds. The 
Local Control Accountability Plan will include a special focus on foster and 
adjudicated youth, and they are beginning to work on that. 

 
Judge Tondreau asked about the CAHSEE testing schedule to ensure that youth are not 
pulled out of class. Ms. Irving responded that the testing is today and tomorrow, and there 
are remaining dates in May. There are also potential days for next year. Ms. Irving stated 
she should be able to provide the scheduled times by August.  
 
Judge Valencia added that some kids don’t show up for testing because they have a court 
date, or vice versa, and so the attorneys and family stress about it. If the COE could 
please communicate that the court is understanding about the CAHSEE testing and values 
education, they would appreciate it.  
 
Victim Witness Assistance Center:  No report. 
 
YWCA Rape Crisis Center:  Mr. Viramontes thanked the Commission for allowing him 
to give his presentation on the YWCA Center.  
 
Pathway Society, Inc.:  No report. 
 
Announcements/Correspondence:  A representative from the office of Supervisor 
Cortese extended the invitation to the fourth annual Unity Day.  Starting at 11 a.m., they 
will be collecting gang “colors” and pocket knifes and giving kids gift cards in exchange. 
All are welcome to attend on Saturday, March 29th at the Most Holy Trinity Church in 
San Jose. Flyers were made available at the meeting, and a copy is attached for your 
convenience.  
 



Juvenile Justice Commission 
Meeting Minutes – February 4, 2014 
 

Page 12 
 

Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business:  None. 
 
Adjourn to Executive Session:  On order of Chair Blake, the meeting was adjourned to 
Executive Session at 1:29 p.m.        
  
Next Meeting:  March 4, 2014 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Britney Huelbig 
Recording Secretary 
















