
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
JUVENILE JUSTICE COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes – June 4, 2024 
Via Zoom 

                                                                        
Commissioners Present:           Stephen Betts, Chair 

Marcie Bellicitti, Secretary  
Victoria BurtonBurke (virtual) 
Nora Manchester 

                                             Penny Blake 
Vaishali “Shali” Sirkay 
Diana Traub  
Darius Parakh 
Karen Guldan 
Howard Pomerantz 
Neha Parthasarathi (virtual) 

 
 
                                                             
Commissioners Absent: Dev Ghoshal, Vice Chair 

Heather Angove 
Jean Pennypacker 
Rayan Sengupta 

 
        
 
Also Present:    Kara Garasky, Superior Court 
   Honorable Sunil Kulkarni 
   Honorable Jose Franco 

Veronica Robles, BHSD 
Grace Gonzalez, BHSD 
Trina Gauthier, Probation Department 
Elsa Jennings, Probation Department 
Melissa Garcia, Probation Department 
Gladys Tran, Probation Department 
Kimberly D’zatko, Probation Department 
Elisa Carias, Probation Department 
Ashanti Hayes, Probation Department 
Victoria Contreras-Wolfe, Probation Department 
Ignacio Carriles, Probation Department 
Ngan Ho, Probation Department  
Marc Utsey, Probation Department  
Vone Kegarice, Probation Department   
Damon Silver, PDO 
Paul Jhin, DAO 
David Epps, ADO 
Lana Kreidie, IDO 
Eugene Santillan, SCCOE 
Mark Camilleri, SCCOE 
Lissa Thiele, SCCOE 
Lanphoung Le, Medical Services 



Patty Ramirez, DFCS 
Jackie Howe, DFCS 
Delayna Rosas, FLY 
Chelsea Ramirez, FLY 
Ruth Maurice, OMOS 
Ashley Dargert, Office of County Supervisor Otto Lee 
Matt Cammann, Seneca 
Adreaonna Jansen, YWFC 
Captain Jason Dwyer, SJPD 
Dana Bunnett, Kids in Common 
Tonya Robertson, Independent Police Auditor Office 
 

 
Call to Order & Introductions: Chair Betts called the meeting to order at 12:18pm. 
  
Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved by all Commissioners present. 
 
Swearing In: None. 
  
Public Comments/Oral Petitions: None.  
 
Approval of Minutes: May 7, 2024 Minutes approved by all Commissioners present. 
 
 

REPORTS 
 
 
Chair’s Report: Chair Betts reported on the following: 

• Reminder-- there is no public meeting in July. 
• Both JJC youth commissioners were accepted to UC Berkeley. 
• Working on inspection of Welcoming Center and Satellite Sites. 
• Meeting with the County Executive Office. 
• Meeting with local legislators to discuss the need for permanent placement for challenging youth.  

 
Presiding Judge: Judge Franco had nothing new to report. 
 
Dependency Court: No one present to report. 

Alternate Defender’s Office: David Epps had nothing new to report.   

Independent Defender’s Office: Lana Kreidie had nothing new to report.   
 
Legal Advocates for Children & Youth (LACY): No one present to report.   

 
Dependency Advocacy Center (DAC): No one present to report.  
  
The Office of Mediation and Ombuds Services: Ruth Maurice had nothing new to report.  
 
Alternative Schools Department: Mark Camilleri reported on the following: 

• Will be holding a graduation ceremony on June 12th. 
• Construction, trades, culinary arts programs this summer. 



• Looking for more enrichment programs for the summer. 
 
Lissa Thiele reported on the following: 

• A number of youth have re-entered the community recently and are doing very well. 
 
Department of Family and Children’s Service (DFCS): Jackie Howe reported on the following: 

• DFCS is continuing to work on reforms. 
• In the process of establishing a logic model that will be presented to the Board of Supervisors in 

the future.  
• Close to having scattered sites licensed.  
• Family Reunification day June 14th. 
• Father’s Breakfast on June 29th . 

 
Probation Department:  
 
Ashanti Hayes reported on the following for Juvenile Hall: 

• Current population: 56  
o 25 SYFT (24 males, 1 female) 

• Welcomed 7 full-time staff this month. 
• Running a focus group dedicated to improving Behavior Modification Program. 
• Implementing the Maker Nexus Program—12 week program designed for justice involved youth 

to have hands-on learning experiences in digital fabrication and textile arts. 
• Commissioner BurtonBurke asked: Regarding the young lady in SYTF—how is she getting her 

programming? Is it the same as the young men? 
o Ashanti: We are still developing the program. Right now we are focused on her getting 

her high school diploma. We will be able to collaborate with her to develop a program for 
her.  

 
Elsa Jennings reported on the following for the Ranch: 

• Current population: 31 
o 8 SYFT (6 male, 2 female) 

• Annual shift bidding for James Ranch is coming up. 
o Shift change on August 5th . 

• Youth Center is almost finished—hopefully will have open house soon. 
• Commissioner BurtonBurke asked: Is the Youth Center what used to be the Wellness Center? 

o Elsa: No, the Wellness Center is still here. The youth center is in the old Rec Hall. It will 
have educational assistance and recreational activities.  

• One youth was discharged from the Ranch and accepted to Cal Berkeley.  
o Another youth was accepted to UCLA and will be discharged soon.  

• One young woman has successfully gained employment.  
• Programs coming soon: trades program, entrepreneurship program  
• Commissioner Blake asked: What’s the difference between the Ranch and the LIFT program? 

o Elsa: The Ranch is the regular population, the LIFT program is within SYTF. LIFT = 
Learning Independence for Tomorrow.  

• Commissioner Blake asked: Will the youth going to college be connected with someone? 
o Elsa: Yes, they work with college liaisons while at the Ranch. 
o Lissa: They will have college liaisons that work with the Re-entry Center.  

 
Victoria Contreras-Wolfe reported on the following for services: 



• 12 session CSEC educational series for Juvenile Hall. 
• Supervisors participated in a forced options simulation training. 
• Re-entry services unit participated in a presentation meet and greet with the Ranch counselors.  
• Held a softball tournament in May-- 5 schools participated. 
 

 
Behavioral Health: Grace Gonzalez reported on the following: 

• Hired new Rehab Counselor for SYFT team. 
• Commissioner BurtonBurke asked: What is the definition of a rehab counselor? 

o Grace: They support youth with day to day activities, facilitating groups, individual work 
with youth, attending meetings, collaborating with BH and Probation. 

 
Medical Services: Lanphuong Le reported on the following: 

• Two new team members joined last month. 
 
Law Enforcement Agencies: Captain Jason Dwyer reported on the following: 

• SJPD has new one-on-one relationship with DFCS. 
• Commissioner BurtonBurke asked: There seems to be a large jump in the Juvenile Hall 

population waiting for detention hearings, was there an incident that happened? 
o Captain Dwyer: No, there was no specific incident. There is a new GHOST (Gun and 

Hazardous Offender Suppression Team) unit that focuses on firearms. Q2 had 153 
incidents. Q3 had 113 incidents.  

o Commissioner BurtonBurke: Do you keep any statistics on ghost guns? 
o Captain Dwyer: Yes. We are getting search warrants for 3D printers now, which produce 

ghost guns.  
 
District Attorney’s Office: Paul Jhin had nothing new to report. 
 
Public Defender’s Office: Jonathan Mosby had nothing new to report.  
 
Announcements/Correspondence:  

• None. 
 
Adjourn to Executive Session: Chair Betts adjourned to Executive Session at 1:00p.m. The next meeting 
will take place on August 6, 2024 via Zoom. NO PUBLIC MEETING IN JULY. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kara Garasky 
 

 


